Plasma histamine levels in normal and atopic children.
Plasma histamine was measured in 258 children by using a sensitive high performance liquid chromatographic method. A normal level of histamine, which was high at a lower age and low at a higher age, was determined. Atopic children had higher levels than normal children. The extent of atopic disease had a relationship with higher levels. The correlations between plasma histamine and basophil count and between plasma histamine and IgE were significant in atopic children but not in normal children.